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SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS
· Extensive background in Entomology, specializing in Apiculture.
· Excellent knowledge in diseases and parasites recognition and treatments.
· Extensive apiculture research and technology transfer experience.
· Experience managing staff and collaborating with beekeepers and other apiculture professionals.
RELATED EXPERIENCE

Post-Doctoral Fellowship from Natural Sciences and Engineering Research council of Canada
2009
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Beaverlodge, Alberta (Canada)
Current research objectives:

1. To develop a better understanding of Nosema ceranae phenology, damage and occurrence in Canada.  

2. To evaluate acetic acid fumigation, heat treatment and irradiation as methods for disinfecting N.ceranae spores on comb.
3. To compare different formulations of spring-applied fumagilin treatments for suppressing N. ceranae infections in overwintered colonies.
4. To develop alternative low-risk antibiotic alternatives to the only registered Nosema treatment, thereby lowering treatment cost and reducing negative effects to human health and the environment. 

Research Associate 

2007
Saskatchewan Beekeepers’ Association (Saskatoon, Canada)
· Team leader in re-establishing Saskatraz Project

· Managed, evaluated and selected breeder honey bee colonies
· Trained and supervised a summer student to manage colonies, and collect samples

· Analyzed  data for presentation

Research Assistant (Honey Bee Lab)

2001-2005
University of Minnesota, USA

 
· Conducted a field trial (in collaboration with two commercial beekeepers, in Minnesota and North Dakota) to evaluate and select colonies based on their ability to suppress mite reproduction, and high honey production (Published Paper)

· Studied the mechanism of resistance displayed by bees bred for Suppression of Mite Reproduction (SMR) and compared it with the mechanism displayed by bees bred for hygienic behavior (published paper)

· Bred Queens for VSH and Hygienic behavior.
· Involved in teaching beekeeping and queen rearing short courses, university of Minnesota,  for commercial and hobby beekeepers

· Presented data during the ESA’s meetings in the USA and CHC in Canada
· Trained and supervised summer students to manage colonies, to recognize diseases, to do grafting for production of queens, and to collect samples for evaluation of mite infestation

· Gave talks to kids at schools about bees and importance of honey bees to human 

Teaching Assistant
1985-1991
Taiz University (Yemen)
· Practical courses Taught:  General Biology, Teaching Methodology, and Invertebrate
          
  

EDUCATION & TRAINING

Ph.D., Entomology, 
University of Minnesota, USA
2005
· Concentration: Bred honey bees for resistance to diseases and Varroa destructor, and explored the mechanisms of resistance to the parasitic mite, V. destructor
· Dissertation: The Effect of Two Honey Bee Mechanisms of Resistance against the Parasitic Mite, Varroa destructor: Hygienic Behavior, and Suppression of Mite Reproduction

M.A., Education, 
University of Minnesota, USA
1994
· Concentration: Curriculum and Instruction, Science Education

B.A., Education, 
Sana’a University, Yemen
1984
· Concentration: Curriculum and Instruction, Science Education

PUBLICATIONS 

Ibrahim, A., Reuter, G., Spivak, M.  2004.  Progress in Breeding Honey Bees for Resistance to Varroa destructor.  American Bee Journal 144: 405-406. (Abstract of Proceedings of the American Bee Research Conference, San Antonio, TX Jan 2004).

Ibrahim, A. Spivak, M.  2004.  The Relationship between Suppression of Mite Reproduction (SMR) and Hygienic Behavior.  American Bee Journal 144: 406. (Abstract of Proceedings of the American Bee Research Conference, San Antonio, TX Jan 2004).

Ibrahim, A., Spivak, M.  2005.  The Relationship between Hygienic Behavior and Suppression of Mite Reproduction as Honey bee (Apis mellifera) mechanisms of resistance to Varroa destructor.  Apidologie 37., 31-40.

Ibrahim, A., Reuter, G., Spivak, M.  2006.  Field Trial of Honey Bee Colonies Bred for Two Mechanisms of Resistance against Varroa destructor.  Apidologie 38., 67-76.

PRESENTATION & POSTERS

The Relationship between Suppression of Mite Reproductions (SMR) and Hygienic Behavior” 
2009
                  

Presentation at the Alberta Beekeepers Field Day

Demonstration of the different life stages of Varroa mite to Alberta’s Commercial Beekeepers and Techniques to Select  and to bred colonies Resistance to the Varroa mite while increasing honey production
2009
                  
Alberta Beekeepers Field Day



The Effect of Two Honey Bee Mechanisms of Resistance against the Parasitic Mite, Varroa destructor: Hygienic Behavior, and Suppression of Mite Reproduction 
2005
Thesis defense at the Department of Entomology, University of Minnesota 

Progress in Breeding Honey Bees for Resistance to Varroa destructor 
2005
  

Guest speaker at the American Beekeeping Federation Meeting, Reno, Nevada, at John Ascuaga’s Nugget, Casino Resort Hotel

Honey Bee Mechanisms of Resistance to Diseases and the Parasitic Mite, Varroa destructor” 
2004
 

Seminar presented to faculty and graduate students at the Department of Entomology, University of Minnesota
 

The Relationship between Suppression of Mite Reproductions (SMR) and Hygienic Behavior” 
2004
                  

An abstract presented at the American Bee Research Conference. San Antonio Texas


Diseases and Parasite Transmission in Social Insects Colonies 
2004
Seminar presented to faculty and graduate students at the Department of Entomology, University of Minnesota


How much of the SMR trait is due to hygienic behavior 
2004
Poster Competition by the Entomological Society of American Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah
   

Beekeeping practice in Yemen 
2002 

Seminar presented at the Minnesota Hobby Beekeepers’ Association, monthly meeting at the University of Minnesota



     










AWARDS AND HONORS

· Post-Doctoral Fellowship Winner,  Natural Sciences and Engineering Research council of  Canada
2008
· Guest of Honor, Minnesota Hobby Beekeepers’ Association, University of Minnesota, USA
2004
· Scholarship Winner, US $ 2,000 (the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees. Inc), USA

Sponsored by the American Beekeeping Federation Inc    


     2004
· Student Award Winner. US $5,000 (Research Award) Eastern Apiculture Society, USA 
2003
· Graduated with Honors, Sana’a University, Yemen
1984
· Project Design Award, Sana’a University Science Exhibition, Yemen
1983
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